1 CHRONICLES 
HOPE FOR THE EXILED 


THE NAME: “CHRONICLES” 


* Meaning of Chronicles: “The words (accounts, events) of the days” or "The 
Journals of the Journeys of the Nation” 


* The History of Israel from a Spiritual Vantage Point 
* 1 and 2 Chronicles originally were one book. 


* The Greek Septuagint separated them into two parts. 


Pastor. Gabriel Thomasraj. ee g : i : : ACA Church Avadi 


AUTHORSHIP & FACTS 


* Most probably by Ezra 

* Written from the perspective of a Priest 

* Very similar to the book of Ezra 

* The last paragraph of the Chronicles is very similar to the first chapter of Ezra 

* Written probably between 550 and 430 B.C. 

* Evidently Chronicles was written during the Babylonian captivity when Cyrus issued 
the decree for the Jews to return to Jerusalem and build the temple (2 Chron. 
36:20-23) 


* CHAPTERS: 29 
* VERSES: 941 
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THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK 


* The time frame covered in 1 Chronicles mirrors parts of 2 Samuel and 1 Kings. 
* The chronicler focused on David's reign in 1 Chronicles, including and omitting 
different events recorded in the book of Samuel & Kings. 
* For instance, 1 Chronicles does not include David's adultery with Bathsheba (2 
Samuel 11) 
* 1 & @ Chronicles showcase events not found in 2 Samuel, including: 
¢ David's preparations for the temple. 
¢ The worship service of the Temple. 


* Chronicles emphasizes David's concern for the things of the Lord, such as: 
¢ His having the Ark of the Covenant returned. 
¢ His desire to build a temple for God. 
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THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK 


* When the book was written, David’s descendants no longer ruled as monarchs over 
Israel. 

* Therefore, the Chronicles are addressed to the remnant from Babylon. 

* After the 70 year exile in Babylon, Jewish political and social power resided more 
with the religious rather than political rulers. 

* The author of Chronicles tried to to affirm the people after the exile about the 
continuity of the people of God despite expulsion from the Promised Land. 

* God is at work through history to isolate a nation and preserve a nation - so that 
it can become the receptacle of the Messiah 

* Telling Israel's history through a priestly and kingly lens was intended to prepare 
the people for a future Messiah. 
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THE IMPORTANCE TO GENEALOGY (CHAPTERS 1-9) 
1 Chronicles centres around David: His Rightful Ancestory & Royal Activity 


* 1 Chronicles begins with the most exhaustive genealogy in the Bible of over 3000 
years of Genealogical record beginning from Adam 

* WHY? Because, the book was not meant to be “Interesting” but highly informative 

* Genealogy is very important for the Jewish people - for marriage - for buying or 
selling lands - To demonstrate the legitimacy of a person or family’s claim to a 
particular role or rank, to be eligible for priesthood ... 

* If someone has to be the Messiah - need to prove your genealogy (See Matt 1/) 

* Genealogy affirmed the people returning from exile that they had strong roots and 
the purity of them being a “chosen people” is well preserved. 

* They not only have roots but they have a strong reason to look forward to the Messiah 

* This book traces the lineage from Creation> Captivity > Christ 
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A FILTERED CHRONICLE 


1 Chronicles centres around David: His Rightful Ancestory & Royal Activity 


* The books of 2 Samuel and 1-2 Kings reveal the monarchies of Israel and Judah-—in 
particular their sins that resulted in the exile. 

* But the books of Chronicles, written after the time of the exile, does not focus on it 
because the people have already suffered for it. 

* There is a focus on those elements of history that God wanted the returning Jews to 
meditate upon: obedience that results in God's blessing, the priority of the temple 
and priesthood, and the unconditional promises to the house of David. 

* THE AUTHOR INTENDS TO BRING ORDER AND OBEDIENCE BACK TO PEOPLE. 
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A GOD-FOCUSSED CHRONICLE 

* ALL THE VICTORIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF DAVID CULMINATED IN THE TEMPLE 

* The Proper manner in which to undertake moving the ark of the covenant to 
Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 13, 15-16) 

* The Purchase of the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite, which he then designated 
as the future site of the temple (21:15-30). 

* The PLANS: David tells Prophet Nathan that he has plans for the House of God (1 
Chron 17:1-2) 

* God tells David, “| HAVE PLANS FOR YOUR PEOPLE, YOU AND MY TEMPLE” 

* For Israel - vs.9 | For David - vs.10b | For God's Temple (1 Chron 22:6-11) 

* Plans for the Jerusalem temple as a “pattern” shown him by God (see 1 1 Chronicles 


28:11-12), just as Moses was shown the “pattern” for building the tabernacle in the 
wilderness (see Ex. 25:9, 25:40) 
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A GOD-FOCUSSED CHRONICLE 
ORDER IN THE SERVICE OF THE LORD 
Chapter 23 — David makes Solomon king and organizes the Levites to serve and sing in the new 
temple. 
Chapter 24 — The priests are divided into orders to serve in the temple. Also, the service of the sons 
of Kohath and Merari is divided. 
Chapter 25 — The singers and orchestra are organized (v. 1). 
Chapter 26 — The porters and guards are organized for temple service. 


ORDER IN GOD’S HOUSE BEFORE ORDER IN THE COUNTRY 
Chapter 27 — Military Divisions 


* THE PARTICIPATION OF EVERYONE (King & Country) - 1 Chron 29:1-9 
* THE PRAISE TO GOD (1 Chron 29:10-20) 
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OUTLINE OF 1 CHRONICLES 
I. Genealogical Matters (1 Chronicles 1-9) 
These genealogies begin with Adam (1 Chronicles 1:1) and are brought up to the time of the writer (1 Chronicles 9). 
Il. The Reign of David (1 Chronicles 10 -29) 
1) The last days and death of Saul and the early reign of David (1 Chronicles 10-12). 
2) The return of the ark to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 13-16). Included in this section is the account of the misfortune of 
Uzzah, who was killed when he reached forth to save the ark from falling (1 Chronicles 13). 
3) David purposes to build the temple but is forbidden because of the great amount of bloodshed to which he has 
been a party (1 Chronicles 17). 
4) The account of David's conquests (1 Chronicles 18-20). 
5) The census and the plague (1 Chronicles 21). 
6) David's preparations for building the temple (1 Chronicles 22). 
7) Designation of the duties of the Levites (1 Chronicles 23). 
8) Organization of the government (1 Chronicles 24). 
9) David's last words and his death (1 Chronicles 28-29). 
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THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH & ISRAEL 


King 
SAUL 


(40 years) 


King 
DAVID 
(40 years) 


King 
SOLOMON 
(40 years) 


Northern Kingdom (210 Years) ex Assyrian Captivity 


| Southern Kingdom (345 Years) Babylonian Captivity 


Total of 467 years of Israel under Kingship 


* The total Kingdom period lasted to around 467 years (1053-586 BC) 


* 70 Years of Exile for Judah according to Prophecy (Jeremiah 25:8-11) 
* After the fall of Babylon to the Persian king Cyrus the Great in 539 BCE, exiled Judeans 
were permitted to return to Judah. 


* Unlike the Kingdom of Judah, which was able to return from its Babylonian captivity, the 


ten tribes of the Northern Kingdom never had a foreign edict granting permission to 


return and rebuild their homeland. 
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